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CUBAN FOREIGN TRADE AND INVESTMENT

Lewis: Introductory Remarks

venture with a company such as Havana Club?
n. What government agencies or ministries would participate in approving
a transfer of technology or equity investment?
o. What are the legal forms of doing business that would be used for an
equity venture?
p. Assuming the applicability of the 1982 Joint Venture Law (or any new
law replacing that law), which provisions in the law are negotiable?
3. QUESTIONS FROM THE STAFF OF HOTELES-EEC, S.A.
a. Is the company subject to the 1982 Joint Venture Law, or are tourist
investments governed more by contractual arrangements with the
government?
b. With any particular government agency?
c. Could a large tourist facility be established in the Pindr del Rio
province?
d. In Miramar in Havana?
e. Is there any local, provincial, or city control?
f. Are imports needed by the tourist facility subject to import tariffs?
g. Are there any other taxes?
II.
WELCOME BY MR.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

RICHARD LYONS,

CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,

FLORIDA

JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND DEAN JEFFREY LEWIS, COLLEGE OF
LAW

Good morning, my name is Richard Lyons. I am Co-Editor-in-Chief of
Florida
Journalof InternationalLaw. On behalf of my co-editor, Scott
the
Atwood, the Board, and the entire staff of the Journal, I would like to
welcome all of you to our Third Annual International Business Symposium.
This year's symposium is especially significant for us because it is our tenyear anniversary, and we feel that this is the Journal's coming-of-age. We
hope to build on the success of our last two symposiums and the help we
have had from our past board staffs.
With us today is a distinguished panel of experts on international trade
who we would like to thank for coming. I would like to thank the people
who made this possible, including President John Lombardi, Dean Jeffrey
Lewis, Dean Barry Currier, the Law College Council, and the Board of
College Councils. I also would like to thank Justin Senior and the other
Journal members who have done a great job organizing this event. Our
special thanks goes to Professor Gordon, who conceived the idea of the
Annual International Business Symposium. His invaluable guidance has
enabled the Journal to bring you this symposium, as well as to grow and
become a successful contributor in the field of international law. At this
time, I would like to introduce Dean Lewis.
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DEAN JEFFREY LEWIS:

Thank you and good morning. I too would like to extend my welcome
to you. We appreciate your attendance at the Third Annual Symposium on
International Trade sponsored by our international law journal. We are proud
of the work of the Journal. As mentioned, this is the tenth year for the
Journal,and it represents an important focus of the College of Law, that is,
a focus on international and comparative law. Again, we are very grateful
to all of you for being here. We know that you will have an interesting day.
III. CUBAN LEGAL EVOLUTION:
ENCOURAGING FOREIGN TRADE AND INVESTMENT
PROFESSOR MICHAEL GORDON:

Thank you. I have been in Havana twice, first in 1957 and a second
time in 1994. I saw two very different Havanas. The physical appearance
of Old Havana had changed dramatically and disappointingly in the
intervening thirty-seven years. Few in either of our countries, and I suspect
no one on this panel, denies the existence of a present Cuban economy in
need of help and hope. Casting blame and allocating responsibility for the
current conditions has led to debate and animosity but little advance in
understanding or resolving the issues of Cuban underdevelopment. I hope
you all share my dream. A dream of future times when the corrugated steel
shutters of La Maravilla on the corner of Calles Viegas and Aumagura in Old
Havana will be open, and this group will sit there in friendship to enjoy
Kingfish Escaveche and other repasts.
The Cuban patriot, Jose Marti, said in his famous poem "The White
Rose" that "grief is life that man needs to suffer."1 We ought to seek to
lessen the suffering that has occurred among Cubans on both sides of the
Florida Straits during the past four decades. As a university, our role is to
expose and be exposed to ideas - ideas but not threats. While the United
States has been a harbor for many refugees, including Cubans, this room is
an academic harbor for those who seek to promote a free exchange of ideas.
However, ideas ought to be freely presented and debated with an absence of
the rhetoric and emotional appeal we associate with, and hopefully limit to,
legislative chambers, political campaigns, and editorial pages of newspapers.
There have been misconceptions regarding our motives in organizing this
symposium. I arrived at this law school in 1968. In the early 1970s, we
began to host a series of visitors from foreign law faculties to present lectures
no different than the one we are hosting today - the nature of laws in
transition. The participants were law faculty from Poland, the former USSR,

1. The White Rose, in JOSE MARTI: MAJOR POEMS (Philip S. Fouer ed. & Elinor Randall
trans., 1982).
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